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from New York who wrote the magnificent black
opera, ‘‘Porgy and Bess.’’ He listened to others.
And he once said, ‘‘True music must repeat
the thought and inspirations of the people and
the time. My people are Americans, and my
time is today.’’

Let us promise that we Americans will keep
American music and the spirit it represents, in-
spiring our children and their children as we
enter the new millennium.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 5:30
p.m. in a tent on the South Lawn at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to John Sykes,
president, VH1, who presented the President with
a guitar signed by the artists who performed in
the program entitled, ‘‘Concert of the Century for
VH1 Save The Music.’’ The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of the First Lady.

Message on the Observance of Make A Difference Day, 1999
October 23, 1999

Warm greetings to everyone throughout the
nation participating in Make A Difference Day.
I am delighted that so many Americans are join-
ing together with their neighbors on this day
of helping to create a better world for us all.

It is a very American idea that we meet our
challenges not through big government or as
isolated individuals, but as members of a true
community, with all of us working together. Up-
holding this fine tradition, citizens young and
old are working on this special day to raise
awareness of the power of citizen service not
only to give hope and help to individuals in
need, but also to renew the strength, vitality,
and character of communities across our nation.

As you clean up parks and neighborhoods,
read stories to young people, collect clothing
and other necessities for families recovering
from Hurricane Floyd, and participate in numer-
ous other community efforts, I thank each of

you for devoting your time, talents, and energy
to fulfill America’s bright promise for all our
people.

Earlier this week, we celebrated the fifth an-
niversary of AmeriCorps, our national service
initiative that engages thousands of citizens in
projects that are changing lives and changing
America. AmeriCorps members are living up to
the highest obligations of American citizenship—
creating opportunities for others, taking respon-
sibility for themselves, and fostering a commu-
nity of all Americans. I commend everyone par-
ticipating in Make A Difference Day for adding
your own contribution to the tradition of citizen
service that has always been a hallmark of our
democracy.

Hillary joins me in sending best wishes for
a productive and meaningful day.

BILL CLINTON

Remarks on Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage
October 25, 1999

Thank you very much. Thank you, Mr. Callus,
Ms. Kayden, for your remarkable statements.
Thank you, Secretary Shalala, for your steadfast
leadership on this issue. I would like to welcome
a very large number of Members of the United
States Congress who are here: Senator Baucus
and Senator Wyden; Representatives Aber-
crombie, Brown, Waters, Obey, Vento, and

Hoyer; and Congressman Berry. And I would
like to acknowledge the important work of two
that are not here, Representatives Waxman and
Allen, who have been particularly interested in
this issue.
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